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eissue Story
By Opal Louis Nations

Last year Opal Louis Nations produced a fine article on his involvement in the Legends Of
Specialty Gospel Series, (see B&R 103). He has also had a longstanding involvement in
AVI's Nashboro Gospel Reissue Series in the USA. B&R asked him to produce another

feature on the Nashboro series and what is to come this year.

y involvement with the
Nashboro Gospel Reissue

project came in 1993, not

long after the Specialty Legends Of
Gospel Series was unexpectedly put
on hold and Janice Bossin's ongoing
Vee Jay gospel 600 reissue line ground
to ascreeching halt. Theidea of making
Ernie Young's extensive spiritual
catalog available again was the
brainchild of Bob Perry, proprietor of
Baja Distributing and the El Diablo
label outof Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Bob organised Cajun festivals and
leased material from Excello for his
blues reissue series on El Diablo. He
was assisted by Rob Santos, one-time
buyer for HMV in New York. Santos
took care of Perry's less than organised
financial affairs. Material on El Diablo
was in turn licensed to AVI in Los
Angeles, California. It was Perry's idea
to have me take sole charge of the
Nashboro CD reissue series which he
hoped would be distributed by AVI
who, unlike El Diablo, had a broad
sales network
in place.

During the course of
the next year, Perry's
company was
purchased by AVI,
presided over by Harry
Angerwho had served
at Motown. AVI, which
had acquired the rights
to the MNashboro/
Excello catalog,
wanted to issue
product on-a regular,
monthly basis as soon
as possible. Five CD
packages on a new
4500 mid-line series
were rushed into
production in a matter
of weeks. These
included "The Best of
Willie Neal Johnson
and The Gospel
Keynotes”, a fiery
collection of dramatic
song sermons and
sweeping falsetto
glissandos that have
so far outsold every
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other CD in the series.
Their Christmas album- “Christmas With The
Gospel Keynotes” was been made available
again in time for the last festive season. The
four others included “The Best Of The
Consolers" which, sadly, was released just
months after lola Pugh's demise. The other half
of the team, Sullivan, now makes the rounds of
church venues as a solo item singing and
playing the songs that kept the husband and
wife duet in the public view for forty years.
The collection includes most of the
couple’s endearing best-sellers.
Then there was the release of The
Best of “The Swanee Quintet” (which
overlaps with the Ace release), the
label's best known group. Cuts from
the album made with The James
Brown Band in 1966 are included
and the release of a second volume
plus one by their outstanding falsetto
lead singer, Little Johnny Jones
supported by The Johnny Jones
Singers, are scheduled for the 1996
calendar. Jones' riveting mellismas make
him one of Sam Cooke's finest
contemporaries.
Reverend Willingham's sclo efforts (The
Swanees’ lead Willingham drove the guartet

with his bible-bashing histrionics) is also slated
for release this year. “The Best of The Brooklyn
All-Stars" was also one of the first batch. The
groupdates back tothe 1940's and the formation
of the Charley Storey All-Stars. The addition of
the late, great falsetto pyrotechnician, Hardie
Clifton, set The Brooklyn All-Stars apart from
other Sam Cooke-influenced groups of the
early Sixties. The tempestuous Soul Searchers
out of Atlanta's release found this scarcely
recorded down-homey quartet up to its old
tricks and | picked the choicest from all five of
their Nashboro album collections.

When it came to compiling from 45 rpm
singles, things became difficult. Not all the
material could be culled from the Nashboro
record library in Nashville and the earlier
Republic and Tennessee sides purchased at
one time or another by Ernie Young from Alan
Bubis and Bill Beasley seemed to have
vanished. Young was also in the habit of
recording over his master tapes during the
early 500 series to save money on tape. AVI
then came up with a second, more expensive
4000 series and the idea of creating a cassette
configuration.

Mitch Kanner in New York handled all the
Nashboro artwork. Robert Y. Kimwas employed
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Gallmon Cooke”.
The Rev. Cleophus Robinson cut a total of
eighteen albums for Nashboro. His collection,
"Wrapped Up, Tied Up, And Tangled Up"
(Nashboro 4009), represents his personal
selection from all of his releases. A second
compilation is in the planning stage for the
future. “The Live Homecoming Concert of
The Pilgrim Jubilee Singers at the Wendell
Phillips High School" (Nashboro 4510) gives
the listeners an idea of how furnace-like the
inner confines of the church can get when a
long serving quartet stirs the passions.
One of my favourite soloists is the smoky
Lucille Pope of Florida. Her tender jazz-
blues style and down home ways touch a
pleasing chord. “The Best of Sister Lucille
Pope And The Pearly Gates" (Nashboro
4511) draws from the cream of her four
albums. We had planned on issuing a
Tommy Ellison & The Five Singing Stars
collection early on, but song copyright

by Anger as co-ordinator and label copy
man. He took care of getting the
collections into production. The new 4000
series kicked off with two various artists
samplers that originated on the UK's Ace
label. The first collection, “The Best of
Nashboro Gospel", was made up of two
prime record albums put out in the early
Sixties, comprised of such gilt-edged talent
as The Sons of the South, The Silvertone
Singers of Cincinnati, and The Jordan River
Singers who had waxed for the Excello
parent company in the early Fifties.
The second collection, “It's Jesus Yall”,
displayed a gathering of contemparary gospel
acts from the Seventies and Eighties, all of
whom enjoyed, or would soon benefit from,
theirvery own CD releases. The Fairfield Four
collection, "Standing On The Rock”, followed.
This was yet another collection which made its
debutinthe UK, consisting of material originally
garnered from the Dot catalog, first issued on
78 rpm shellac in the early 1950's before complications set us back. As aresult, his
acquisition by Nashboro. : _ fine CD did not get released until October
Before Bob Perry's departure from AV| he N . » B - last year.
compiled a“Best Of The Skylarks" collection, Three collections await in the wings for
the selection of cuts from which | thought far release dates: Rebert H. Harris and The
from being the group's best work. Bob Christland Singers (a singles and outtakes
ignored the quartet's fine early recordings set), Lou Rawls and The Chosen Gospel
and opted instead to go with the outfit's best Singers, plus a “Best Of" selection by The
known songs and sessions from their one O'Neal Twins, plucked from all of their
Nashboro album release of the early 1960's. albums.
Most of the compositions found on this Tony Heilbut's contribution to the series
collection match those now performed by brings us three collections originally produced
the current aggregation of the acappella- or co-produced for Nashboro by himself, The
singing Fairfield Four, the group from which artists are Marion Williams, The Stars of
The Skylarks sprang. A real high point Faith, and The Barrett Sisters. Another
was the release of “The Best Of The standout is “The Best Of The Bright Stars”
Hightower Brothers”, a much neglected (Nashboro 4513), an underrated and now
teen outfit of stone singers who remind disbanded guartet out of Flint, Michigan, lead
me of a sanctified version of Frankie by the heart aching pipes of Willie Davis. The
Lymon & The Teenagers. Salem Travelers of Chicago followed with a
Back on the 4500 series, we put out the contemporary bag of soul-gospel goodies in
magnificent “Best of Slim  And The the Johnnie Taylor vein. This release was
Supreme Angels”, acollectiondrawn from S followed by two absolutely indispensable
the cream of the group’s album output. {4 : " P collections, the silvery toned Maggie Ingram
Like The Gospel Keynotes, The Supreme ; ' : ! and The Ingramettes of Richmond, Va., and
Angels pitch a sweet, wailing falsetto lead Otis Clay and The Gospel Songbirds Of
alongside demon-chasing sermonettes. Chicago. Ingram sings like a delicate angel
The Brother Joe May set is no slouch with a broken heart. Otis Clay on the other
either. Masterful renditions of "Amazing hand, sings in a hard cornbread style infused
Grace" and “You've Got to Move" raise the with guts and excitement. Both should top all
roof of the church. “The Best Of Dorathy Gospel collectors want lists. Two Nashboro
Love Coates and The Gospel Harmonettes” Nativity collections made up of Christmas
is filled with fire and brimstone with gospel songs by a variety of artists are also
Dorothy's raggedy, anguished voice cutting available.
up whenever the going gets good. The Robert Y. Kim left AVl to join Bob Perry at
bluesy feel of “The Best Of Margaret Allison his distributing company in July of last year.
and The Angelic Gospel Singers” collection The planning and preparation of the gospel
remind us of a solidly spiritual Post-war style re-release schedule was put in the hands
of singing, shared with the likes of The of Shannon Williams in Nashville who plans
Herman Stevens Singers and The Gay to release a string of Nashboro gospel
Sisters who took their kudos from The reissues, includingtheworkof The B.C. & M.
Angelics. Choir, Rev. Willingham, Harrison Johnson,
Continuing with the 4000 series, we find a and |saac Douglas (the last three are now
well rounded "Rev. Dr. Morgan Babb available.) My own part of the 1996 release
Collection”. Live church concert cuts are set schedule includes gems by The Jewel
beside a more soulful, contemplative style in Trio, with Candi Staton, Sister Lucille
the studio. Babb accompanies himself on a Barbee, and The CBS Trumpeteers who
custom made electric piano, his own with a bunch of fresh young members are
invention, built to his specification. Babb currently back and recording once more.
was once part of the Babb brothers quartet, Tracking down surviving artists and
known as The Radio Four, a group made up gathering scant pieces of information and
of five of the Babbs brothers. “The Radio photographs for liner notes has proved a
Four Collection” is the subject of Nashboro long and arduous task but with perseverance,
4007. The quartet started as a deep country the end result had its rewards. AVI shows
jug band. The Radio Four also every sign of wanting to continue the series,
accompaniedthe late Mdm. Edna Gallmon and | hope that Ace Records in turn makes
Cooke, native of Washington, DC, who many of their reissues available to fans and
told stories from the Bible and was known collectors in the European market.
for her delicate singing ability. Cooke was
the model upon whom Dorothy Norwood
based her style. The great diva's own
work can be found on Nashboro 4008,
“The Greatest Recordings of Mdm. Edna

CD sleeve-shots courtesy of Keith
Briggs. Nashboro label shot
courtesy of Tony Burke
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