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THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF

MIRACLE VALLEY
by Opal Lowuis Nations

n its heyday The Miracle Valley Revival
complex, with its Bible college, dormitories,
radio and TV broadcast facilities, printing
press, record company, offices, warehouses
and places of prayer, came to blossom on the
desert in Cochise County, near Hereford, Arizona
in 1958. Its principal wizard was renegade ex-
Methodist fundamentalist healer Asa A. (A later
changed to Alonso) Allen, born at Sulphur Rock,
Arkansas on 27th March, 1911. Allen grew up
bedeviled by extreme poverty and deprivation on
one of Independence County's tobacco-growing
farmsteads. Bootlegging home-made liquor was an

acceptable, if not widespread, occupation.

Allen's father, an accomplished pianist, farmer and choir director, was
sadly a chronic alcoholic. Consequently, Allen's mother, buried in debt
and despair, sought the company of ether men to put at least one meal
oh the table every day.

We follow on with excerpts from Allen's own Miracle Magazine article
dated March 1964. When Allen was three years old he stood on the
corner singing to make pennies to give to his mother. He knew by heart
only one song, T'm Gonna Drink From The Fountain That Never Runs
Dry'. His mother ran out on his father in 1915. A period of extreme
hardship ensued. It was commen for young children in poverty fo both
smoke and drink alcohol in those days. Allen was no exception. In 1922,
out of despair, Allen tried running away from home but cold, rain and
hunger drove him back. Three years later, determined to make a go of
it, Allen, with a handful of like-spirited unfortunates, hit the road going
south. Taking on whatever work he could find, Allen (nicknamed Ace) dug
ditches, picked cotton, operated cotton gins and waited tables. He well
understood the absolute depths of poverty and whenever coins jingled
in his pocket he never failed to get with his friends, acquire liquor and
raise a ruckus in the hope that a prolonged drunken stupor would help
him forget his plight. He lit of f by himself o the woods where he wept
over the purposeless of his life.

Eventually drunkenness, guilt and bronchial problems set him on
a course back home. He thought that maybe healthy farm-life would
be better than drifting aimlessness. But his mother could not set
him straight. Instead Allen opened a dance hall out on the highway.

All-night Saturday liquor parties became the social norm. A farmer,
Brother Hunter, determined to save lost sinners, opened a little wooden
church just down the highway from the dance hall. Prayer meetings and
services were held to try to lure young folk away from the Saturday
night debaucheries. A tug of war between sin and salvation ensued. Then
prayer groups were called for the express purpose of closing the dance
hall down. But that strategy failed.

A short distance away a little Methodist Church (The Onward) opened
its doars for revival meetings. Allen and a friend passed the church one
day and were drawn by the joy of the music. Sliding onto a back bench,
Allen became stupefied when a young angelic-like female preacher
dressed in a long white robe emerged through a back door behind the
altar. In shame Allen hid his face froam her sight. Although Allen was
touched by the spirit of the church, he and his buddy, in fear of what
had taken place, made a quiet exit.

Every evening the singing from the church filled the neighborhood and
Allen, drawn little by little by some unexplained spiritual sweetness,
found he could not resist its call. In front of the altar, Allen fell on his
knees and repented of his sins. A.A. Allen, the bootlegger, roadhouse
dancer, and whorehouse entertainer, died that night at the angel's altar.
Allen soon felt the call to preach, In 1936 he was ordained a minister of
the Assemblies of God Church. Revivalism was a tough battle during the
Great Depression for an evangelist, but he knew well how the poor and
disinherited felt and struggled as they hung from the lower rungs of
society. Allen, driven by his calling, stuck to his task.
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A.A. Allen and his staff. Courtesy Opal Louis Nations

In 1947 Allen quit the hard on-the-road life of the revival circuit,
married and settled into pastoring at a small church in Corpus Christi,
Texas. In 1949 he attended an Oral Roberts tent meeting in Dallas. This
was the first time Allen had witnessed the miracles of healing in a revival
setting. Allen says he felt that same great healing power in himself and
was determined to use it through the most effective medium of the
day - radio. Allen went to the Assemblies of God Church Board for
their blessing on starting a miracle-healing radio programme. The Board
refused. Allen was bitterly disappointed, but determined to pursue what
he saw as the most worthwhile route to the commen man's salvation.

Resigning his pastorship, Allen again hit the hard and exhausting
gospel road. He began his Healing Revival campaigns. Inspired by Oral
Roberts, Allen opened his revival services to all races and creeds. He
was not afraid of preaching prophetic declarations of visions that
had come to him or of dissatisfaction leveled by church elders who
denounced earthly miracles, All kinds of religious leaders railed against
him and would do whatever they could to discredit him. He was attacked
for being allegedly arrested for drunken driving. His passenger, RW.
Schambach, gave witness that Allen was sober. The newspapers picked
up on the arrest and made a meal of it. Allen's church, the Assemblies of
God, pressured him to withdraw from his ministry until the scandal blew
over, Allen felt that withdrawal would signify an admission of guilt on his
part. Nevertheless, he surrendered his papers of ordination.

Additional information given by a second witness, H. Kent Rogers (the
A.A. Allen Crusade's Vice President) explains that Allen stopped at a
local café on his way from his hotel to the revival service auditorium.
Allen ordered a glass of milk but complained that it tasted funny,
indicating Allen might have been slipped an incapacitating drug before
his time of arrest.

Brother Allen began to encourage other Pentecostal ministers fo
become independent and to divorce themselves from the overbearing
church hierarchy, He felt the almighty healing power belonged in the
hands of the minister, not with the ruling body of the church.

In 1955 Allen purchased a tent for $8,700 on deferred tferms. As an
under-canvas revivalist, Allen says he took on the hardest cases because
he thrived on the toughest challenges. One case told of an ex-miner who
had had his eyes blown out in an underground explosion. Allen prayed and
God instantly popped a pair of fresh brown eyes into the miner's sockets.
Allen prayed over the lame and healed them. He would grab afflicted
people's crutches and smash them on the sides of the altar. Deformed
faces on retarded people would be resculpted instantly. This kind of
dramatic shamanism continued on into the late 1950s.

On 1st January, 1958 Allen was conducting a revival service in Phoenix
when he was approached by the newly converted Urbane Leiendecker.
Leiendecker wanted to see Allen's ministry grow and prosper so he
offered Allen 1,280 acres of land in Cochise County free of charge, no
strings attached. Days later a deed was recorded at the town office in
the name of A.A. Revivals Inc.

That same year Allen purchased the late revivalist Jack Coe's great
tent, said to be made of white nylon and large enough to seat 22,000
sinners. Although 1958 was a hard time for professional revivalists,
Allen managed to build his ministry with all the support he needed
to make it thrive. Along with the dramatic healing events he added
flamboyance - he wore lavender suits and white patent leather boots. His
TV commercials declared 'See! Hear! Actual miracles happening before
your very eyes! Cancer, tumours, goiters disappear. Crutches, braces,
wheelchairs, stretchers discarded. Cross-eyes straightened. Caught by
the camera as they actually occur in the healing line (sometimes as many
as 1,200) before thousands of withesses’.

At the height of his ministry in the early 1960s Allen had over
340,000 subscribers to Miracle Magazine and was preaching in many

of the major cities and auditoriums across the nation.
He also authored a slew of books and broadcast over
the radio medium. He released coloured vinyl albums
of singing and sermonising (see discography), featuring
such notable black gospel artists as Goldia Haynes
and The Haynes Singers, Ola Jean Andrews and The
Andrews Sisters, Gene Martin, the late Billy Preston,
The Stalworth Singers and The Ephesian Singers of
Berkeley, California. Most of the forty-odd albums
that the ministry produced have been overlocked by
serious gospel music collectors. This was probably due
to the fact that A.A. Allen did not distinguish between
black and white gospel music as he always tried to
appeal to a racially diverse audience. Collectors have
regarded the Miracle Valley label as a white gospel
music label, in spite of the many black guest artists
that were featured on the label.

Allen also travelled abroad, held services in Great
Britain, and pioneered revivals in the Philippines, often
before crowds as large as those for Billy Graham.
Borrowing heavily from the African holy rolling
ministry, Allen mixed the joys of black gospel with the
charms of the snake-oil salesman,

In 1962 Allen separated from Lexie, his wife,
With and without the support of his wife he never

fully conquered the disease of alcoholism and fought

against it all his revivalist life. One 11th June, 1970, he

checked into the Jack Tar Hotel on Van Ness Avenue in
San Francisco. He had travelled out to the Bay Area to renegotiate radio
contracts. He also had an appointment the following day to see a doctor
for his arthritic knees. He never kept the appointment. His associate
found him dead in his room. The medical examiner’s report stated that
cause of death was a probable heart attack, with secondary cause due
to acute alcoholism and fatty infiltration of the liver.

Leadership at Miracle Valley was taken up by association head, Rev. Don
Stewart, who immediately disassociated himself from anything which
suggested any affiliation with A.A. Allen's healing work. The ministry
was renamed The Don Stewart Evangelistic Association. All activities
except administrative offices, warehouse space and the Bible college,
were moved to Phoenix. Stewart tried to sell the college but there were
no takers,

Tucson newspaper reports assert that during the 1970s various
fundamentalist splinter groups formed. Several moved in and out of
the Miracle Valley compound. One of these sects was led by an African
American female minister by the name of Frances Thomas. Thomas was
a firm believer in divine healing. During the fall of 1980 Thomas set up
security patrols (300 followers) to deter alleged harassment from local
white Cochise County residents. After this an argument ensued, shots
were fired, but no one was hurt, The local sheriff and county attorney
began mediation talks.

The following spring a fifth sect member's child died of neglect.
Physicians stated that simple medical procedures could have saved all
of them. The fifth child's name was Theriel Drew. In June 1981 legal
papers were served to remove the Drews' four other children for
medical supervision. A fight broke out during the seizure. A month
later, three police patrol cars were forced away from the gates of the
Miracle Valley compound at qunpoint by Thomas's followers. Police had
driven to the compound to question a follower who had been served a
traffic violation citation. More traffic violations continued, in defiance
of the authorities. Again police were met with force. A fifty-man team,
supported by a chopper, served warrants. A bomb inadvertently went
off in a van in connection with an alleged plan to free two followers from
a local jail. More altercations ensued. Sect members William Thomas
JInr, son of Rev. Frances Thomas, and Tate Austrie were shot to death
by sheriff's deputies.

During the melee A.A. Allen's main administration building and vast
warehouse was set afire by arsonists. The facilities were completely
destroyed. Rumours of white racism abounded. The insurance company
offered to pay out $1.5 million for the reconstruction of the large
warehouse or a one million dellar 'cash out’. Rev. Don Stewart wanted
to opt for the cash out. The Hispanic Assemblies of God Association,
to whom the burned down building was leased, wanted the facility
rebuilt. The HA.G. had opened the Southern Arizona Bible College on
the property. Negotiations followed and a settlement was made out of
court.

Don Stewart’s organisation accepted the cash out and the Hispanic
Association would receive the Miracle Valley Campus, at this point
consisting of fifteen buildings and just less than eighty acres of land
for $6.00. The Assemblies of God closed the Southern Arizona Bible
College in 1995. The Melvin Harter Ministries purchased the building in
1999 and the college continued under the administration of Dr. Melvin
Harter, Students graduate in classical Pentecostal theology.

In summation, Miracle Valley has gone from miracles and magic,
through a middle period of guns, violence and racism, to ending out in an
almost tranquil state of religious academia.

With thanks to Sandy Upson for invaluable help.
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Miracle Valley Album Recordings,

Hereford, Arizona, 1958-1970

by Opal Louis Nations

A.A. Allen in service. Courtesy Opal Louis Nations

Recording dates were never printed on the liners, thus making accurate
dating difficult. Coloured vinyl comes in lemon, medium green, medium
blue, scarlet, rich orange, deep blue, deep wine, deep brown, plum,
and black. Original labels are black with silver script, or maroon with
silver script, otherwise white, gold, or pastel blue with black script.
Pressings are generally mediocre. Every album was given two numbers,
one per side (ie: 'Crying Demons' bore the label 101A and 102B.) Titles
were advertised as retailing at $2.95 each, two for $5.00, or five for
$10.00.101/ 102

‘Crying Demon's - speech

Note: Recording of 'demons’ talking as A.A. Allen casts them out.

103/ 104 'God's Last Message To A Fast Dying World'
MNote: An A.A. Allen revival sermon.

105/ 106 'Thus Saith The Lord’
MNote: Messages given through the gift of prophecy

107/ 108 'How To Have God's Faith’
MNote: A A. Allen sermon.

109/ 110 'What Then'
Note: A.A. Allen singing sermon.

111/ 112 'T Am Lucifer’

MNote: Recording of woman possessed by the devil. Devil is cast out at A.A.
Allen's campaign. Congregants were usually made up of whites, Latinos and
African Americans.

113/ 114 'They Need A Little More Religion’
Note: Songs sung by A.A. Allen.

115/ 116  'When It's Roundup Time In Heaven
MNete: Sengs sung by A.A. Allen and others.

117/ 118 'The Cure For Skepticism'
Note: A.A. Allen sermon.

119/ 120 'The Curse Of Madness Today'
A.A. Allen sermon.

121/ 122 'Miracles Of Deliverance’

Note: A.A. Allen working miracles under the big top.

MNote: By this point it is clear that Allen will venture out onto the highways
and byways and take his 'Revival Campaign ' to other sites with tent-sized
accommedation.

123/ 124 ‘Lord Touch Me’
Mote: Sermonising by A.A. Allen plus singing and organ playing by David
Davis, Caucasian gospel heart throb.

125/ 126 'Miracle Valley Album # One'
The least inspiring album I've heard in the series. Miracle Valley School
Choir sing circa 1960,

127/ 128 'Meeting Tonight

Note: Cover blurb runs: 'Recorded in Atlanta and Detfroit when wheel
chairs are emptied out by A.A. Allen's prayers. 2,000 preachers gather
around platform to pray, and cripples tear off their braces when Allen
lays his hands on them. One alcoholic is delivered from drink and reunited
with family'. Musical evidence gives us nine mostly traditional spirituals
and hymns, ohe delivered by Ola Jean Andrews and The Andrews Sisters
(recorded in California).

125/ 130 'Camp Meeting'

Note: Info on cover does not reflect talent on record. At least four cuts
by the excellent Goldie Haines (Goldia Haynes) and her Gospel Singers
from L.A. One cut by Ola Jean Andrews and The Andrews Sisters of
Berkeley, California. Songs by Allen plus choir and soloists, possibly Gene
Martin (recorded in California). Both female quartets waxed for Capitol
at the time.

131/ 132 'Good Time Children'

Note: Recorded in California and Washington states. Preaching and singing
by A.A. Allen. Also by Ola Jean Andrews and The Andrews Sisters, Seattle
Church of Ged Choir, The Ephesian Wonders of Berkeley and Gene Martin.
Martin went on to become a well-known figure in gospel circles when he
recorded for Savoy during the 1970s, '

133/ 134 'Gene Martin Sings You Happy'

Note: Features Martin's hot and fiery singing, supported in duet mode
by unknown soloist and in quartet mode by an unidentified female group.
Strong singing and holy-rolling.

135/ 136 'Reach Out And Touch The Lord’

Mote: Singing and preaching by A A, Allen. Eight selections. Jacket blurb
mentions singing by The Andrews Sisters but Ola Jean Andrews denies
involvement,

137/ 138 'Heading Down The Trail’

Note: Miracle Valley Album #2 - Bible School Choir as heard on radio and
television broadcast. Choir and school groups are composed of both white
and African American choristers,

139/ 140 'Harvest Time'

MNote: Sermonising and singing by unknown talent. No information given in
advertising. Ola Jean Andrews and her group sing on 'He's Coming Back
Again.' Ola Jean states that all Andrews Sisters recordings were cut in
California.

141/ 142  'Miracle Music In Rhythm *

MNote: Organ and piano gospel instrumental music with David Davis and
Billy Preston on Hammond organ and the Caucasian Temmy Andersen and
Jerry McKinney on Steinway piano. Great playing. Worth seeking out. Billy
Preston was recording behind James Cleveland and The Cleveland Singers
at the time.

143/ 144 'Packing Up Getting Ready To Go'
Note: Recorded in Kansas City, this set includes nine songs with a choir
plus intreductory remarks from A.A. Allen.

145/ 146 'Gene Martin and The Stalworth Gospel Singers of LA sing
‘Peace In The Valley' (with David Davis on Hammond organ).

MNote: Gene Martin became the driving force behind Allen's revival services,
This all-black line-up storms through ten song selections. Martin Joined
Allen's troupe in 1960. Recorded in Los Angeles.

147/ 148 'Lord Lift Me Up' - Gene Martin and Nancy Harmen with The
Miracle Valley Choir, 1962

Note: Nancy Harmon (whose physical appearance resembled a kindly
grandmother) was one of the mest accomplished Caucasian gospel Hammond
organ players this writer has ever encountered. I much encourage gospel
fans fo buy her material whenever you see it on Miracle or the Heart-
Warming labels. Here Harmon ably supports Martin on eleven old-fime
song selections.

149/ 150 Nancy Harmon's 'Double Portion' album

Mote: One of the best Miracle Valley collections. Harmon sings and plays
on twelve selections. Don't be put off by the cover. She is the white
Roberta Martin. Harmon went on to tour the country with her own group,
the Victory Voices.

151/ 152 'Joyful Praise - The Miracle Valley Bible Schooal Choir’ (1963)
Mote: Great singing and preaching from A.A. Allen, Gene Martin, and Goldia
Haynes. plus unidentified soloists and group. Recorded at the organisation's
winter camp in Arizona.
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153/ 154 'Sing Unto The Lord A New Song'

Note: Preaching and singing with A.A. Allen and H. Kent Rogers, with extra
fire from Gene Martin, David Davis, Hammond organ, and Tommy Anderson
on Steinway. Martin was born in Atlanta, one of twelve siblings, in 1939, He
attended Pleasant Grove Baptist and found Christ in 1952. After a stint
in the junior choir he sang with a handful of local quartets and traveled to
Pentecostal conventions where he met A.A. Allen.

155/ 156 Details unknown
157/ 158 Details unknown

159/ 160 'Healer Of Broken Hearts'
Note: A.A. Allen and H.K. Rogers sing and preach of divine inspiration. Nine
song selections.

161/ 162 ‘Miracle Help!

Note: Described in the advertising as a collection of testimonies given with
prayers against chain smoking, dope addiction and alcoholism, designed to
be played for the family in the home.

163/ 164 'My Soul Magnifies The Lord'
Note: A hot dozen songs cuf in California, with The Stalworth Singers, the
all-black Rosie Haynes Trio of East St. Louis and David Davis on Hammend

organ.

165/ 166 'Traveling Shoes'

Note: This selection features Gene Martin and Rosie Haynes Trio with
The Miracle Valley Choir. Other soloists include Elizabeth Harris and Ross
Collett.

167/ 168 'The Blood Has MNever Lost Its Power’

MNote: Recorded at The Rockland Palace in New York with A.A, Allen,
Rev. Gene Martin and the all-black Evangel Choir, David Davis, organ, and
Tommy Downing, piano.

169/ 170 ‘Up Above My Head'
Note: Yet another Gene Martin collection with the Evangel Choir (same
concert as on #167).

171/ 172 'I Shall Wear A Crown'
Note: More fervent confection from the concerts outlined above.

173/ 174 '"You Belong To God'

Note: One of the best Gene Martin collections. Supported by the five-
member Rosie Haynes Gospel Singers of East St. Louis on nine song
selections.

175/176 'T've Got Lt

Note: More Miracle Valley Bible College Choir from 1965. This 35-
member ensemble was made up equally of black and white members. This
aggregation was featured on A.A. Allen’s '‘Miracles Today' telecast.

177/ 178 'God's Got A Blessing For You'

Note: Gene Martin and The Summer Camp Youth Ensemble on a fine gospel
and spiritual selection featuring Richard Page, organ, Sylvester Haynes,
piano, the blond David Mangum, drums, and Rosetta Walker on guitar.

179/ 180 'Sounds Of Revival'

Note: A song service lead by A.A. Allen, with (and I quote the liner)
'singing, shouting, dancing, prophesying, healings, signs, wonders, gifts,
miracles, preaching, praying and deliverance’. Phew!

181/ 182 ‘'Gospel Organ - David Davis style’

Mote: This set commemorating Davis's tenth anniversary with the
organisation brings us an organ concert of nine traditional selections
supported by the 'blond’ Mangum on drums.

183/ 184 A.A. Allen - 'Restoration Revival Alive!

Note: Advertising for Side A describes this set, lead by A.A. Allen, as
coming from a mass gathering of thousands at the Philadelphia Campaign
where a paralytic jumps from a wheel chair and a blind woman regains
her sight. Side B, originating from Cincinnati, simply gives us Gene Martin
(without miracles) and an unidentified choir.

185/ 186 'Songs Of Zion' - Gene Martin

Note: Fabulous set of traditional gospel songs sung strongly by Martin,
supported by The Trinity Faith Tabernacle Choir of Toledo, Ohio, with
Rev. Edward King officiating. This is Rev. Martin's ewn church and his
chance to show off his own ministry.

187/188 'Troubles In The Land Will Soon Be Over”

Note: This selection, featuring A.A. Allen and the Philadelphia and Atlanta
Revival Choirs, gives us ten gospel songs, most arranged by Jessy Dixon,
The Gospel Harmonettes and The Dorothy Norwood Singers. By now, Allen
had completely abserbed the black gospel experience into his own revival
circus.

Additions and corrections to the list are most welcome
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