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These fine Hob recordings by “The Swans"
are the last truly important sessions

the quartet ever made. Led by falsetto
axtraordinaire Rev. Claude Jeter and the
pew-burning pipes of Louis Johnson,

the aggregation wrecked churches wherever
their might came to bear, Jeter was the
inspirational blueprint from which sprang the
likes of Sam Cooke, Johnny Taylor, Don
Coavey, and Lou Rawls. The group's history
harkens back to the mid-1930s when Jater,
having completed high school in Kentucky,

began laboring in the coal mines across the

border in West Virginia. To provide
entertainment for his burrowing buddies,
Jeter organized The Four Harmony Kings,
consisting of himself, his brother, and two
mining pals. The group built a reputation for
being a sweet-singing bunch of harmonists.
The Four Harmony Kings moved to
Knoxville, Tennessee in the early 1940s.
Having garnered a regular Sunday morning
spot aver WRIR, the group changed its name |
to The Swan Silvertone Singers. There were
two reasons for this, one to avoid confusion

with The Four Kings of Harmony of Miami,
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and the other to elicit additional business for

L The Swan Bakery, the quartet's on-air sponsor.

In 19486, the group signed with King
Records out of Cincinnati and recorded
gospel in the jubilee idiom. Having switched
to Specialty in Hollywood in 1952, the

_ fellas had developed a looser, morez

{ sanctified approach, a style that came to be
known as “hard gospel.” Their hard and soft
styles were perfected when they were

i tenured toe Vee Jay in Chicago in 1956.
Maintaining their dual thrust the hard

preacherly singing along with flowery

falsetto ornamentation and breathtaking
trickery. The Swan Silvertones cut the hit-
selling “Oh Mary don't you weep®.

The Swan Silvertones, composed of
Rev. Claude Jeter or Carl Davis, tenors,
Paul Owens, Louis Johnson, and John
Myles, baritone, William “Pete” Connor,
bass, and Linwood Hargrove on guitar,
pacted with Hob in 1967. In 1968, after
most of these wonderful sides were made,
Jeter quit to go solo and was eventually
replaced by James Lewis who sounded

much like him. The outfit retired from the
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road in the late 1970s, although they get
together now and then on special occasions
around the leadership of James Lewis

and Carl Davis.

Opal Loufs Nations

Opal Nations, born in Brighton, England, is a
music producer, writer of both fiction and
music arficles, and vocalist with 1960s
groups Alexis Korner Band, The Frays, and
The Ram Holder Group, as well as former
KPFA (Berkeley) deejay.
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1.  Only Believe - Part 1 10, I've Got Myself Together
{Trad A4, The Swan Silvariones) (Trad A The Swan Sivertones)

2.  Only Believe - Part 2
{Trael #Arr, The Swan Sifvariones) 11. Home In That Rock
{Trad A4y, The Swar Sitvartones)
3. | Love The Lord
(Trad. A, The Swarr Siiveriones) 12.  I'm Going With Jesus
(Trad.sArr, The Swan Sitverfones)
4,  Amazing Grace
{Trad fAre Tha Swan Siverfones) 13.  Walk With Me
(Trad, /A, The Swan Silverfones)

5. Call Him Up
(Trad A, The Swaan Silverfones) 14. Lord, Have Mercy
(Trad, . Tha Swean Silvertonzs)
6.  Leaning On Jesus
(Trad /A, The Swan Siivertones) 15.  He's All | Need
: (Trad /Arr. The Swan Siverfones)
7.  Jesus, | Love You
{Trad. 44, The Swan Siveriones) AN tracks published by Frankly Music
[ {BMI) and administered by Music and
B. InMy Heart' Media Intarnational Inc.

{Trad.44m The Swar Sifverimas)

9.  He's My Friend
(Trad,#Arm, The Swai Sivertoms)

You might also enjoy these otfer Music Clinb albums:

KINGS OF GOSPEL MUSIC 50093;
An uplifting collection of musie featuring elght of the major male gospal quartets including nllﬂmvldm.ﬂﬂﬂars.
The Mighty Glouds O Jay, The Five Singing Stars and The Dixie Hummingbirds.

OUEENS OF GOSPEL MUSIC 50034
An upiiftimg collection of music featuring The Clara Ward Singers, Gospel Harmonahies, HMMImmdm

THE FIVE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 50102:
A collection of their finest recordings including Something’s Gol A Hold 0 M, mmmhmmmmf
Rock and | Gat Jesus On My Mind.

MAHALIA JACKSON - QUEEN OF GOSPEL S0027:
Sixteen songs of fafth and inspiration including Move On Up A Little Higher, Get Away Jardan, It Is No Secret,
Beautifd Tomormow and He's My Light.

GREGORIAN CHANTS S0008:
Beautiful chants recordad by the Benedictine Monks of Santa Domingo de Stos feafuring Salve Regina, Ave Plena
Gratize, Saive Mira Creatura, Christus Factus Esf and many mors,

For Further information on the Music Ciub Label write fo:
MCI, PO box 457, Hoboken, New Jersey 07030
g-mall; JeffTamar@aol.com or wisit our website weasmosicolub, com
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