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trumpets of miami, florida, is full of delicate tones and brilliant moments. 1 1963,
srother joe may, hailed as the Thunderbolt of the midwest, cut the beautiful nativity
tune, “sweet little jesus boy,” a song first made memorable by marion williams who
sang it in the Langston uughes stage production of slack
Nativity in the early sinties.
may's rendition is one of restrained passion, an unusual
approach reminiscent of professor alex Bradford. The SONg was
released ar atime in his career when may could fill a church with
more people than any other solo performer on the gospel high-
way. “No room at the inn’ is a consolers standout. sullivan’s Tie angeLic gospes, singens
anguished pleas ace fueled with feeling as 10la’s lyric-feeding thickens the message.
the sin Trumpers are the subjecr of an upcoming re-issue collection. Ten singles
were issued on Nashboro by this group who, as mageie ingram recalls, had strictly su ng
acappella before 1961, “New born ®ing™ is sung with grace and compassion. soth
“vision of the shepherd” (“~oel, Noel”) and “xing of Kings™ (“silent Night”) supported
by the silver stars of richmond, virginia, are Maggie ingram masterpieces. Recorded at
the dawn of her career in 1962, these simply rendered heart songs are of rare beauty and
were never surpassed. “vision of the shepherd” is possibly one
of Nashboro’s st best gospel singles of all time.

r-mggin:-‘s voice aches as the tight-fit group drives the song

along in the purest quartet tradition. maggie's mid-song nar-

rative adds purpose and never lets you tire of the refrain. "i—;ing

of Kings” 1s awesome and pits Mmaggie’s silvery narrative tones

against a soft bass si ngi ng lead and the sweeping harmonies of tue prgriv jusiee sixgens




originally written and recorded by narcson and phil spector in 1970, it was again
waned a year later by silly preston and once more produced by sacrison for the same
record company. nonnie mack, writer of the chiffons' 1963
monster hit, “He’s so fine,” accused narrison of ripping off his
song. the plagiarist suit was eventually seriled.

~ashboro Nativity volume 1 presents a variery of artists
singing in a gamut of different forms of styles, from The sin

Trumgpets' traditional quarter rendition of “New born King” o

the glowing nrrnns.l.'ﬂ']r‘:ric En‘rr:r[rrﬁ‘r{nir:n af “the christmas
song” by reverend cleophus robinson. we hope with our bold selection from a wide

range of diverse stules something here touches you this chrstmas.
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